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BAPTISM AND THE SUPPER. 


The subjects of water baptism, and the use 
of bread and wine, have recently engaged 
much attention among Christian professors, 
and we trust the minds of many are gradually 
preparing for the reception of views respect- 
ing them, more consonant with the spirituality 
of the gospel dispensation. It is therefore 
highly important, that our members should 
faithfully support our testimony in these par- 
ticulars, and be careful not to be “ entangled 
with the yoke of bondage ;” “the beggarly ele- 
ments and carnal ordinances,” from which our 
forefathers were redeemed by the outstretch- 
ed arm of Divine powers. 

We should ever bear in mind that, the Son 
of God came into the world to put an end to 
sin, to finish transgression, and to bring in 
everlasting righteousness; and that if this 
all-important work is accomplished, it must be 
carried on and perfected in the heart of man 
by the Spirit of God—no outward ceremonies 
can ever effect it. The dispensation of types 
and shadows, with its “ divers washings” or 
baptisms, was finished and passed away when 
our blessed Lord was crucified ; and was suc- 
ceeded by the more glorious dispensation of 
the gospel, which is spirit and life to the peni- 
tent and obedient soul. ‘The Holy Scriptures 
plainly declare that there is now but one bap- 
tism; and that this one baptism saves the 
soul; “not by the putting away of the filth 
of the flesh, but by the answer of a good con- 
science towards God, by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.” Few of the advocates of 
water baptism contend that it is necessary to 
salvation; while the New Testament uni- 
formly represents the baptism of Christ, 
which is with the Holy Ghost and fire, as 
effectual in purifying the soul from the defile- 
ment of sin, and consequently essential to its 
salvation. 

The forerunner of our Lord testified, «I 
indeed baptize you with water unto repent- 
ance ; but he that cometh after me is migh- 
tier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to 











he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather 
his wheat into the garner, but he will burn up 
the chaff with unquenchable fire.” These 


We believe that this communion of the 
body and blood of Christ, without which we 
cannot have eternal life, is inward and spi- 
ritual,—a real participation of his Divine na- 
ture, through faith in him, and obedience to 


striking figures are a lively representation of| his Spirit in the heart ; by which the inward 
the work of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of| man is daily nourished and strengthened, and 


these who submit to his operations, whereby 
they are thoroughly refined from the pollu- 
tion of sin, and the transgressing nature win- 
nowed away,so as to prepare the soul for 
being gathered into the heavenly garner. 

To those who thus yield themselves to this 
fiery baptism, and foilow Christ in the regen- 
eration, the apostle addresses this language ; 
“ ye are complete in Him, who is the head of 
all principality and power: in whom also ye 
are circumcised with the circumcision made 
without hands, in putting off the body of the 
sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of 
Christ ; buried with him in baptism, wherein 
also ye are risen with him, through the faith 
of the operation of God, who raised him from 
the dead.” 

As many as are thus baptized into Jesus 
Christ, are baptized into his death; and like 
as Christ was raised up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so these also walk 
in newness of life. “They have put on 
Christ,” and “ become new creatures; old 


Coosa and al! things of God.” This, 7 


and this only, is the baptism of the gospel, 
and this is complete and effectual in itself; 
without the addition of any outward washing 
or sprinkling,—which relate to the body only, 
and can never affect the soul. 

Our views respecting the participation of 
the Lord’s supper, are of the same character. 
The passover supper, at which Jesus gave the 
bread and wine so his disciples, was abolish- 
ed, with the rest of the Jewish ceremonies, at 
his death; and although the disciples, from 
their attachment to the law of Moses, prac- 
tised it after that event, as they did circum- 
cision, and abstaining from blood and from 
things strangled; yet we find nothing in 
Scripture to warrant the assumption that it is 
a standing ordinance in Christ’s church. He 
himself declares, “ except ye eat the flesh of 
the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have 
no life in you: whoso eateth my flesh, and 
drinketh my blood, hath eternal life, and I 
will raise him up at the last day ; for my flesh 
is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. 
He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my 
blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him.” When 
his disciples murmured at this doctrine, he 
told them, “It is the Spirit that quicken- 
eth, the flesh profiteth nothing: the words 
that I speak unto you, they are spirit and 
they are life.” 


kept alive unto God. This is the true com- 
munion of saints, in and with Christ Jesus 
their Lord, and it is not confined to these who 
have the knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, 
or of the coming and sufferings and death of 
the Son of God, as the propitiation for sin; 
but is graciously granted to every sincere 
and obedient soul, who is faithful to the de- 

ree of light and knowledge with which it is 
Segue, agreeably to the testimony of our 
Lord himself; “ Behold I stand at the door, 
and knock: if any man hear my Voice, and 
open the door, I will come in to him, and sup 
with him, and he with me.” 

Having thus set forth the views which we, 
as a people, have always believed and main- 
tained, in regard to these important doctrines, 
we think it right renewedly to call the atten- 
tion of our members to some of those Chris- 
tian testimonies, into which the Lord was 
pleased to lead our worthy predecessors, and 
which it is no less obligatory on us faithfully 
to uphold at the present day. 

DIV[NE WORSHIP, ae 
Divine worship is the highest and most 
important duty, in which the mind of man 
can be engaged. It is no Jess than holding 
intercourse with the Father of Spirits, and 
offering the tribute of homage and adoration 
to “the High and lofty One, who inhabiteth 
eternity, whose name is Holy ;” but who con- 
descends also, to ** dwell with him that is of 
a contrite and humble spirit; to revive the 
spirit of the humble, and to revive the 
heart of the contrite ones.” This solemn act 
is not dependent upon, or necessarily connect- 
ed with, any thing which one man can do for 
another ; but must be performed between the 
soul and its Almighty Creator; for “ God is 
a Spirit, and they that worship him, must 
worship him in spirit and in truth.” 

Acceptable worship cannot be offered, but 
through the assistance of the Spirit of Christ ; 
he being our Mediator, by whom only we can 
approach unto God, and from whom we must 
derive, for this engagement, both “ the pre- 
paration of the heart and the answer of the 
tongue.” In order to experience this neces- 
sary qualification, it is our duty to have the 
mind withdrawn from all outward objects, and 
reverently and humbly to wait upon the Lord 
in the silence of all flesh; that so he may be 
pleased, through the revelation of his Spirit, 
to give us a true sense of our needs, and a 
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THE FRIEND. 








knowledge of bis will, and enable us to offer a| ably to the command of our Lord, « freely ye 


sacrifice well-pleasing in his sight, whether it | have received, freely give.” 


be in silent mental adoration; the secret 


The Apostle Paul, in speaking of his minis- 


breathing of the soul unto Him; in the public | try, declares, “I neither received it from 
ministry of the gospel, or vocal prayer or| man, neither was I taught it, but by the reve- 
thanksgiving. ‘Those who thus wait upon the | lation of Jesus Christ ;” that the exercise of it 
Lord, and depend upon the assistance of his| was “not in the words which man’s wisdom 


Spirit, will often be favoured with a broken 
and contrite heart, a sacrifice which, it is 
declared, He will not despise—their spiritual 
strength will be renewed, and they will expe- 
rience a growth and establishment in the 
blessed truth. ‘These, however small their 
number, or remote and solitary their situation 
may be, are the true worshippers whom the 
Father seeketh to worship him; and to 
whom the Lord Jesus will fulfil his gracious 
promise, “* Where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst 
of them.” 

We tenderly entreat all to he constant in 
assembling with their brethren on First-days, 
and other days of the week when meetings 
for Divine worship are held, in order to bear 
a public testimony to our dependence upon the 
Father of mercies, for the blessings we enjoy, 
and to experience a renewal of our ability to 
live in his fear, and to labour in his blessed 
cause and service. Let us not suffer the im- 
proper influence of temporal things, an indif- 
ferent or lifeless state of mind, the smallness 
of the number who meet, or the absence of a 
vocal ministry, to discourage us from dili- 
gently attending all our religious meetings ; 
remembering that it is our reasonable service 
to present our bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God. Where this is the sin- 
cere engagement of those gathered, whether 
it may please him to authorize any public 
ministry or not, the great Minister of the sanc- 
tuary, Christ Jesus, will, ig his own time, dis- 
pense to the wniting soul, that Divine consola- 
tion or instruction which He sees to be best 
for it. Let none then, be weary or ashamed 
of our ancient and noble testimony to the ex- 
cellence of silent waiting upon God ; it having 
been found, in the experience of many of his 
servants, a most profitable exercise of mind, 
and one which he has graciously been pleased 
eminently to own and bless. 


MINISTRY. 


As it is the prerogative of the Great Head 
of the church alone to select and call the 
ministers of his gospel, so we believe both 
the gift, and the qualification to exercise it, 
must be derived immediately from Him ;— 
and that as in the primitive church, so now 
also, he confers them on women as well as 
on men, agreeably to the prophecy recited by 
the Apostle Peter, “lt shall come to pass in 
the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my 
Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy ;” “and on my ser- 
vants aod on my handmaidens, | will pour 
out, in those days, of my Spirit; and they 
shall prophesy :” respecting which the apos- 
tle declares, “the promise is unto you, and 
to your children, and to all that are afar off, 


teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teach- 
eth ;” and that his “ speech and his preaching 
was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, 
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of pow- 
er; that the faith of his hearers might not 
stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power 
of God.” We believe that the experience of 
every true minister of Christ will correspond 
with that of the apostle; and, therefore, our 
religious Society, from its first rise, has borne 
a constant and faithful testimony against a 
man-made and hireling ministry, which de- 
rives its authority and qualification from 
human learning and ordination; which does 
not recognise a direct Divine call to this 
solemn work, nor acknowledge its depen- 
dence for the performance of it, upon the 
renewed motions and assistance of the Holy 
Spirit, vouchsafed on every occasion; and 
which receives pay for preaching. 

We apprehend, that the selection of one 
man to speak to an assembly, who is always 
to perform that service at the stated times of 
meeting, whether Divinely called to it and 
assisted, or not ; to the exclusion of all others, 
whatever may be their religious exercises or 
apprehended duty, is an unauthorized assump- 
tion of power, greatly prejudicial to the wel- 
fare of the church; and a direct interference 
with the Divine prerogative of Christ, whose 
right it is to dispense his gifts to whom he 
will, as saith the apostle, “ to one is given, by 
the Spirit, the word of wisdom ; to another the 
word of knowledge, by the same Spirit ; to 
another faith ; to another the gifts of healing; 
to another the working of miracles ; to another 
prophecy ; to another discerning of spirits ; 
to another divers kinds of tongues; to an- 
other the interpretation of tongues: but all 
these worketh that one and the self-same 
Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he 
will.” 

It is our earnest concern, that none of our 
members may countenance or encourage a 
hireling and man-made ministry, by attending 
at places where it is allowed, or in any other 
way; but that all may faithfully uphold our 
Christian testimony herein, for which our 
forefathers suffered deeply, both in their pro- 
perty and persons, many of them even unto 
death. 

(To be continued.) 
For ‘‘ The Friend.” 
INSURANCE. 


It frequently happens that objects essen- 
tially different appear, when Viewed at a dis- 
tance, so nearly alike as to be readily mistaken 
for each other. The clouds in the horizon 
often tantalise the sea-beaten mariner with 
the prospect of land. ‘The companions of 


even as many as the Lord our God shall call.” | Columbus, in his first adventurous passage 
The gift being free, the exercise of it is to|across the Atlantic, several times announced 





melted into air. Our mental, as well as our 
physical perceptions, are often subject to simi- 
lar delusions. When these misconceptions 
are connected, as they sometimes are, with 
our moral or religious duties, it is of primary 
‘importance to have them corrected. Persons 
sincerely disposed to maintain their religious 
testimonies, may, by misapprehending their 
nature, not only perplex themselves with 
needless scruples, but even render these testi- 
monies themselves, contemptible in the view 
of others, who have less piety, but more dis- 
cernment than they. 

It is far from my desire, to induce any per- 
son to disregard a religious scruple, while it 
continues to be one ; or to reason any one out 
of a dyty clearly impressed upon the under- 
standing. But i apprehend we ought to be 
cautious of reasoning ourselves into religious 
scruples, as well as out of them, by fallacious 
arguments. When we have, upon satisfac- 
tory evidence, adopted the belief that a par- 
ticular class of actions is unlawful for us, we 
ought seriously to examine what individual 
acts belong to that class. If in this exami- 
nation, we totally misconceive the nature and 
principles of an action, we may labour under 
a serious religious scruple of our own manu- 
facture. Although the observance of such a 
scruple may involve no sensible condemnation, 
yet I apprehend experience warrants the 
declaration, that the peace of mind, which 
flows from the faithful performance of a real 
religious duty, is not secured by it. 

An instance of this misapplication of prin- 
ciples and consequent production of a religious 
scruple, appears in the blending of insurances 
with lotteries. It is true, that in one point of 
view, there is some similarity between them. 
There is an apparent contingency in both. 
Probably the essential différerice between 
them, may be no greater than between a cloud 
in the horizon and a bank of land; and per- 
haps not much less. 

Let us look at them separately. The 
scheme of a lottery is formed by offering for 
sale, perhaps 10,000 tickets, at $20 each. 
These are divided, by the brokers who sell 
them, into halves and quarters, to bring the 
adventure within the reach of those who can- 
not afford to purchase a whole one. How many 
quarters one ticket will make, may probably 
be known to the dealers in them! The lottery 
is advertised; a splendid prize of probably 
100,000 dollars is placed at the top; one or 
two of 20,000; and a few smaller ones are 
arranged below. ‘The public are given to un- 
derstand that an estate of 100,000 dollars may 
now be obtained, by the expenditure of 20 
dollars. The reflection of the Irishman, upon 
finding such ample fortunes disposed of on such 
easy terms, contained a spice of good sense. 
‘Och, what fools they are they don’t keep 
them themsels.’ Each purchaser of a ticket, 
if he enters into the spirit of the adventure, 
hopes to draw a prize, if not the great one. 
As the nominal amount of the prizes is nearly 
equal to the aggregate price of all the tickets, 
the scheme before us requires the sale of five 
thousand tickets to make up the great prize ; 
and each prize of twenty thousand, demands 


be without money and without price, agree-|the discovery of land, which soon afterwards | the sale of a thousand tickets. Hence we 
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THE FRIEND. 





must perceive that an overwhelming majority | confident hope that he will not be reduced to 
of the adventurers cannot fail to be disap-|beggary, by the negligence of his neighbour. 
pointed, A circumstance which adds con-| Here no delusive prospect of extravagant 
siderably to the evil of lotteries is, that the | gains is held up. No promise of an indepen- 
delusive hopes which they hold out, generally | dent estate, by the payment of twenty dollars, 
operate most powerfully on the ignorant;|is uttered. But an eogagement is made, and 
whose limited intellects are fitted only to the|under ordinary circumstances the engage- 
Jess lucrative occupations; and who, of course, | ment is faithfully fulfilled, that the property 
have very little to waste on fruitless specula- | insured, if destroyed by fire, shall be paid for 
tions, A pamphlet, by Job R. Tyson, published | to the amount of the insurance. Every per- 
in Philadelphia a few years ago, exhibited a|son who purchases a ticket in a lottery, and 
number of sorrowful instances in which per-| fails to draw a prize, may be considered as 
sons, in humble life, had been ruined in cha- | disappointed ; but those who purchase a policy 
racter and morals by speculating in lottery | of insurance, and lose nothing by fire, are the 
tickets. very ones whose hopes are realized; while 
Regarding lotteries in the most favourable | those, who are most particularly benefited by 
light they can possibly bear, their manifest|the insurance, are most disappointed; for 
tendency is to enrich a very few, at the ex- though the insurance is paid, and the ruin of 
pense of many. Their effect, among the poor | the sufferers prevented, they are almost un- 
and ignorant, is to discourage industry and |avoidably left something poorer by the pro- 
frugality—the only certain mode of improving | cess: their business is thrown out of its usual | | The Board of Managers present the follow- 
their condition—by holding out the delusive | course; and their ordinary supplies, in some | '"¥ report, wee 
prospect of acquiring an estate by the fortuit- | measure, suspended. Number of Tracts on hand, Third 
ous revolutions of a wheel. It is no matter} So far indeed is the insurance of property,| month, Ist, 1843, : 
of surprise that the Society of Friends, whose | from partaking of the evils of lotteries, that There have been printed during the 
religion leads to a careful examination of the | many cases may arise in which a man of in-| Year ending Third month, Ist, 


Communicated for ‘‘ The Friend.” 


TRACT ASSOCIATION. 


At an annual meeting of the Tract Associ- 
ation of Friends, held Third month, 13th, 
1844, the following Friends were appointed 
officers of the Association for the ensuing 
year, viz. :— 

Clerk.-—Joseph Seattergood. 

Treasurer, —Jobhn G. Hoskins. 

Managers.—Nathan Kite, John C. Allen, 
William M. Collins, Edward Richie, Josiah 
H. Newbold, Paul W. Newhall, Horatio C. 
Wood, Samuel Bettle, Jr., William C. Ivins, 
Joseph Kite, William H. Brown, Charles 
Evans, Joseph Snowdon, William Hodgson, 
Jr., Israel H. Johnson. 


ANNUAL REPORT. 
To the Tract Association of Friends, 
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grounds and principles of actions, should have | tegrity can scarcely excuse himself from} 1544, 139,150 
been early taught to bear a testimony against | insuring his property. hia hho 
this demoralizing traffic. There are many men, in easy circum- Making 241,519 


The principles, as well as the tendencies of 
insurance, are totally different. Insurances of 
property against loss by fire or water, are 
effected in more ways than one; but one 
general principle governs them all. That 
principle is, the losses of a few, which, if 
borne by the sufferers alone, might be ruin- 
ous, are divided among many, so as to be 
sustained without much inconvenience. 

In some cases, companies have been form- 
ed, consisting of numerous individuals, who 


mutually agree that the losses by fire, which 
any individual among them may V2, 1.11 


be repaired by the company ; each member 
contributing, according to the value of his 
own property. To this procedure, it appears 
difficult to raise a plausible objection on moral 
or religious grounds. 

In other cases, particularly in cities, com- 
panies are formed, with considerable capital, 
who undertake to insure buildings and other 
property against losses by fire, upon the re- 
ceipt of a stipulated premium. This premium 
varies with the danger which is supposed to 
attend the case. But the premiums are so 
adjusted, or at least it is intended they shall 
be so adjusted, that their aggregate amount 
shall pay for all the property destroyed, and 
leave a moderate profit to those who manage 
the business. Under ordinary circumstances, 


stances, engaged in business, from the profits Distributed within the same period, 104,544 
of which a percentage, much larger than the ; 5 
expense of insurance, might be spared without Leaving a stock on hand, Third 
inconvenience ; whose property is so concen-| Month, Ist, 1844, 136,975 
trated, that a fire originating, in the negli-| Of those disposed of, 10,801 were taken by 
gence of others, may reduce them to insolven-| Auxiliaries ; 1207 to persons receiving aid 
cy, if that property is left uninsured. Would| from the soup-houses in this city; 1800 to 
not an honest man, thus circumstanced, feel it| medical students; 2406 to the prisons and 
his duty to take out a policy of insurance ; or| House of Refuge ; 2798 on board steam-boats 
acquaint his creditors with the tenure by| and vessels on the Delaware and Schuylkill 
which their claims on him are held ? rivers; 2150 at the navy yard; 1800 to the 
Perhaps some will say, we ought to trust to| frequenters of universalists’ meetings; 300 for 


tha nara i a ; lo - i . 
_ oretection of an gver-rdling Hand. I say the alms-house and hospitals 470 at schools 


. a ' 

sumptuously ; using the faculties and the 500 to markemnen? ‘vd ARRON, firemen ; 
means with which we are furnished. Like | 242 at temperance meetings; 3131 at First- 
the wagoner in the fable, when we whip our| day schools; and 4174 at various other places 
horses, and apply our shoulders to the wheels, | in this city. Nine thousand six hundred and 
then we may call for assistance. eighty-eight were taken for distribution in 
E. L. | vasious parts of the interior of Peonsylvania, 

640 of which were for the society of Menno- 

a nists; 5007 for New Jersey ; 528 for Dela- 
EDUCATION. ware; 50 for Maryland; 285 in Washington, 

The following brief but beautiful passage D. C.; 233 for Virginia ; 1289 foe enh 
occurs in a late article in Frazer’s Maga-| Carolina; 281 for New Orleans 5 19 9 far 
zine :-— Ohio ; 912 for Indiana ; €27 for Llinois ; 520 
“ Education does not commence with the for lowa territory ; 220 were taken by an In- 
alphabet. It begins with a mother’s look— dian to dist ribute among his red beqeens west 
with a father’s nod of approbation, or a sigh of the Mississippi 5 1820 for vee rey 
of reproof—with a sister’s gentle pressure of and state; 5446 me pe * ; oe 
the property destroyed by fire bears a small | the hand, or a brother’s noble act of forbear- wore ge nares caine See AEE 
proportion to that which escapes; and, of | ance—with handi{ulls of flowers in green and uate ew ve on SO ae psa - 
course, where property is generally insured, | daisy meadows—with bird’s nests adinired, | aE Y Nir ae names ae: at 
the necessary expense may be expected to be| but not touched—with creeping ants, and | — i -_ . “ pase bee _e 
small in comparison with the value insured.| almost imperceptible emmets— with hum-| da ; a ee ae yal om ware. - 
Though each individual who takes out a policy | ming-bees and gluse boo hivee——with pleasant Chinn; anc 2 PSP. nants ports optesse © 
of insurance, may do so, entirely for the pur- | walks in shady lanes—and with thoughts di- si oe tn coe . m8 ere istribu on. 
pose of securing himself from a ruinous loss ; | rected, in sweet and kindly tones and words, ae aan ald hn iateneatle pre- 
and may hope at the same time that none of} to nature, to beauty, to. aete-a&; Remaverensys | ai oo rs ‘owing to the want of funds, 
the property which he has had insured will be | to deeds of all virtue, and to the source of all} ar os - 7 me Re an a: 

burnt; yet the operation of the system is to| good, to God himself. whic 


ivi osse ; the managers: on an appeal however being 
~ o ~ : pr en casa - rr made to Friends for aid, it was rendered with 
to inspire, in each individual con ed, 
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a promptness and liberality which gave pleas- 
ing evidence of the hold this concern has on 
their minds ; and incited the Board to increas- 
ed zeal in preparing new Tracts, and distri- 
buting those already adopted. 

A donation of fifty dollars, “ to be applied 
to the objects of the Tract Association,” has 
been received from an individual in Newport, 
R. I., not a member of our religious Society ; 
also one of fifieen dollars from the wife of a 
military officer residing in Illinois. These 
substantial evidences of the interest felt in the 
dissemination of our publications by some not 
in religious profession with us, have been ac- 
ceptable and timely, and should be an incen- 
tive to our own members, to go and do like- 
wise. 

Five new Tracts have. been stereotyped 
Since last report, viz., No. 75, “A Brief 
View of Christian Baptism, extracted from an 
essay written by a member of a society which 
practices Water Baptism.” 

No. 76,—* Humphrey Bache, or Restitu- 
tion the Fruit of Conversion.” 

No. 77,—* Reasons why Women should be 
permitted to exercise the Gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, in reference to the ministry of the 
Gospel.” 

No. 78,—* A Memoir of William Tyler 
Barling, of Witham, England.” 

No. 79,—* A short account of P. W. Hall, 
aged nearly fifteen years.” 

Two new Auxiliaries have been recognized 
the past year ; one at Alum creek, Ohio, and 
the other in Harrison county, Ohio. 

Ten thousand Moral Almanacs, for the year 
1844, have been printed and disposed of ; and 
although this is a greater number than we 
have heretofore issued, it was found insuffi- 
cient to meet the demand. We would there- 


fore think it advisable that a larger edition of| Divine blessing, extensively beneficial, and we 


that for 1845 should be_published; 2,ecnat 
and approved by the Board. 

The rapidly increasing circulation of this 
work, makes it very important that the Mana- 
gers should not relax in their efforts to main- 
tain the character which it has attained, but 
endeavour, by a careful selection of interest- 
ing and instructive matter, to render it in 
some measure a means for counteracting the 
effects of those pernicious publications of a 
similar kind, which are so freely scattered 
over the Jand. Friends in villages, and in the 
country, might materially assist in the dis- 
semination of this useful work, by inducing 
store-keepers in their neighbourhoods to pur- 
chase it, in preference to those of the light 
and trifling character alluded to. 

The want of suitable books adapted to the 
capacity of children, and free from the objec- 
tionable matter which such publications most- 
ly contain, has long been felt by many Friends; 
some of whom have thought that the Tract 
Association might properly engage in the pre- 
poration avd publisttig of works of this des- 
cription. This subject was brought more 
immediately under our consideration by the 
presentation of 2000 copies each, of two little 
books, which were designed as the commence- 
ment of a series adapted to the instruction of 
this interesting class of readers. The com. 






























the Association to proceed in this undertaking, 
they will need the aid and co-operation of all 


They would therefore invite the assistance of 
such, and especially of our women Friends ; 
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our undertaking so material an addition to the 
duties of the Managers, having fully deliber- 
ated thereon, reported to the Board; which 
came to the conclusion, that the usefulness of 
the Association might be much increased by 
engaging in it; we have therefore concluded 
to refer the subject for the consideration and 
decision of the annual meeting. ‘The report 
of the committee embracing the plan to be 
pursued, and setting forth the description of 
books proposed to be printed, is herewith sub- 
mitted. 


If the Managers should be authorized by 
who desire to see it successfully accomplished. 


believing that they, from being more inti- 
mately acquainted with the wants and feelings 
of children, possess peculiar qualifications for 
selecting and preparing matter calculated to 
interest and instruct them. 

It gives us satisfaction to state, that suit- 
able fixtures have been put up for the accom- 
modation of our Tracts, in part of the build- 
ing recently erected No, 84 Mulberry Street, 
and it is expected that the Depository will 
shortly be opened there. We believe that 
increased facilities will be afforded by this 
change for the distribution and sale of our 
publications. 

The diffusion of sound sentiments and im- 
portant religious truths, such as our Tracts 
contain, must be admitted to be a useful work ; 
we need not therefore say much respecting 
the importance of continuing faithfully and 
diligently to promote it. We have satisfac- 
tory evidence of their having been, under the 


onnot bow Ding iok "het a 
ércisé a similar influence. 
Signed by direction, and on behalf of the 
Board of Managers, 
Jostan H. Newzotp, Clerk. 
Philad., Third mo., 12th, 1844, 


The Committee on the subject of Juvenile 
Books, &c., Report, 


That an examination of the Juvenile Books 
now offered for sale, has afforded evidence 
that there are few of them entirely suitable to 
be placed in the hands of our children. 
Many of them which are calculated to afford 
amusement to the infantile mind, are desti- 
tute of instruction, and inculcate evil, either 
by sentiments expressed, or examples offered, 
Within the past few years most of the old 
fairy tales have been republished with attrac- 
tive embellishments, and the extravagant des- 
criptions, and unnatural events in these, and 
in many others, are calculated to excite super- 
Stitiove fancies, und to give rise to morbid 
imaginations, In most of those, where any 
moral is attempted to be given, the reward of 
the virtuous consists in becoming rich, in 
obtaining honour, or in something gratifying 
to the appetite, or soothing to self-love. Such 
things children are but too apt to regard as 
the ingredients of happiness, and therefore 





























mittee appointed to consider the propriety of| the books which strengthen them in such sen- 
timents, are decidedly injurious, no matter 
what the intended moral may be. For it will 
generally be found that the incidents of the 
story remain impressed on the memory, long 
after the reflections of the author are forgot- 
ten. 


As to the books which are professedly reli- 


gious, few, very few, are not vehicles for dis- 
seminating what is objectionable and unsound 
in sentiment. In these books are conveyed 
to the infant mind, in the most plausible and 
attractive manner, the praise of forms and 
ceremonies, which we believe have no right 
place in the Christian religion. The little 


reader finds the subject of his story, singing 
hymns by way of worship, always kneeling 


down, and saying his formal prayers before 
going to bed,—calling the Holy Scriptures 


the word of God,—being sprinkled or dipped 
in water to make him a member of the 


church,—partaking a little cake and wine 


with men to constitute for him communion 
with Christ. Beside this, almost every one 
of these books are so written as to convey the 
impression that the good done in awakening 
any to repentance, and the consolation ad- 
ministered to those on a dying bed, have been 
through the instrumentality of hireling minis- 
ters. What can be expected of children, of 
smaller or larger growth, who believe the prin- 
cipal personage of their book, perhaps a ficti- 
tious character, to have been almost perfect, 
but that they should be ready to adopt as their 
own the sentiments he inculcated, and to wish 
to follow the example he set. 

In the religious and-moral poetry written 
by Watts and the Taylors, there is much 
to attract children, and many pieces to which 
no reasonable objection can be made. Yet 


there is scarcely 9 hank of Juvenile poetry 
avw published, which, as Friends, we ought 


not to be cautious of placing in the hands of 
those who are too young to discriminate. 

On considering therefore the general cha- 
racter of children’s books, the committee 
would recommend (if the Tract Association 
approve of the enterprize) that the Managers 
should engage in the preparation and publica- 
tion of a series of small works, in which 
nothing at variance with our Christian testi- 
monies shall be admitted. That some of 
these shall be biographical, some historical; 
some shall treat on natural history; some 
contain selections in poetry, and others be of 
a miscellaneous character; and that endea- 
vours shall be used to have them in style 
and matter suited to the capacity of the 
young. 

It is not intended that these books shall be 
gratuitously distributed by the Association, 
but that they shall be sold at a low price, and 
the amount received for them be appropriated 
towards further publications of a similar kind. 
The smallest kind are to be sold at one cent, 
—a book of double the size for two cents,— 
and still larger ones at a proportionate in- 
crease of price. 

We propose that a number of Managers 
shall be appointed at intervals, to be hereaf- 
ter determined, to be called the Book Com- 
mittee, whose duty it shall be to select and 
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prepare such works for publication. These|on their hats when Friends prayed: some of | fall of an apple as he sat in the orchard. 
are first to be read before the Board for its|them said, that if Friends had not stood, they | And it was by hastily scratching on a stone, 
judgment, and if consisting of matter touch-| had gone, and fallen into perdition.” a memorandum of some articles brought him 
ing our doctrines and testimonies, not already! Thomas Ellwood, after giving some infor-| from the washerwoman’s, that the idea of 
officially approved by the Society of Friends, | mation respecting J. P. and his notions, pro-| lithography first presented itself to the mind 
they shall be laid before the proper committee | ceeds to confess, that in the time of his own | of Senefelder.—S. S. Advocate. 
of the Meeting for Sufferings. infancy and weakness of judgment, as to 
We also propose that an early publication | truth, he himself was “caught in that snare ; 
of these books should be commenced ; and that | but the Lord, in tender compassion to my soul, 
to insure a variety of them, not less than $500| was graciously pleased to open my under- 
should be raised by voluntary subscription, | standing, and give me a clear sight of the 
which is to be kept distinct from the funds| enemy’s design in this work, and drew me off 
appropriated for the printing of Tracts. from it. But when that solemn meeting was 
In making this proposition, which we be-| appointed in London, for a travail of spirit, on 
lieve the good of Society demands, the com-| behalf of those who had thus gone out, that 
mittee desires that the zeal of the Board in| they might rightly return, and be sensibly re- 
the preparation of Tracts may not diminish. | ceived into the unity of the body again, my 
It is cause of rejoicing to believe, that our| spirit rejoiced, and with gladness of heart I 
publications of that kind have been useful, | went to it, as did many more, of both city and 
and we hope that their beneficial influence | country ; and with great simplicity and humi- 
will be extended as their number is in-| lity of mind, did honestly and openly acknow- 
creased. ledge our outgoing, and take condemnation 
and shame to ourselves, 

* Thus in the motion of life were the healing 
waters stirred, and many, through the virtu- 
ous power thereof, were restored to soundness, 
and indeed not many lost. And though most 
of these who thus returned, were such as, with 
myself, had before renounced the error, and 
forsaken the practice; yet did we sensibly 
find, that forsaking without confessing, (in 
case of public scandal,) was not sufficient ; but 
that an open acknowledgment, (of open offen- 
ces,) as well as forsaking them, was neces- 
sary to the obtaining complete remission.”— 
T. E.'s Life, p. 255-6. 














































Maratep, on Fifth-day, the 22d of Second month, at 
Friends’ Meeting-house,,Newton, N. J., Jenemian, son 
of Christopher and Sarah Healy, of Bucks County, Pa., 
to Lypia, daughter of Mason and Hannah Ward, of the 
former place. 


A 


Diep, at the residence of her son, in Columbiana 
county, Ohio, the 6th of the First month, 1844, in the 
9ist year of her age, Exizaseta Oirnanz, wife of 
Samue} Oliphant—a member of Middleton Monthly 
and Particular Meeting. She was an exemplary elder, 
having been placed in that station in the meridian of 
life; and through all the trials that have been permitted 
to assail the Society, she was preserved firm in the faith 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Meckness and quietness 
was the covering of her spirit; she was an affectionate 
wife, and a tender and loving mother. In the time of 
her last sickness, which only lasted one week, she sig- 
nified that her day’s work was done, that she was pre- 
pared for the awful change, and being patiently re. 
signed, desired that she might have an easy passage 
from this to a better world, which, we believe, was mer- 
cifully granted. 


——,on the 22d of Second month, of a short, but se- 
vere illness, Aanon Fiextp; a valued member of Pur. 
chase Monthly Meeting of Friends, New York, aged 79 
zone During a long and useful life, his integrity, 

nevolence, amiable disposition, and conciliatory man- 
ners, endeared him not only to his own family, but toa 
large circle of Friends, and the blessing of the widow 
and fatherless often rested upon him. So long as his 
health would admit, he was diligent in the attendance 
of our religious meetings, and was warmly attached to 
the principles and discipline of the Society of Friends. 
For the last few years of his life, he was reduced to 
nearly the helplessness of childhood—and his mind was 
imbued with the innogency and sweetness of that period, 
He often commemorajed with a grateful heart, the very 
many blessings with-which a gracious Providence had 
favoured him, from his youth to advanced age—furnish- 
ing consoling evidence that his peace was made, and hie 
had but patiently to wait, until “his change should 
come.” 


The proposition respecting Juvenile Books 
contained in the foregoing report, was adopted 
by the Association, and referred back to the 
Managers for their action thereon. 

For “ The Friend.” 


In reading the following, my mind was 
impressed with a desire to see it on the pages 
of “ The Friend.” Should the editor deem 
it worthy a place there, he will oblige 


Tae TRANSCRIBER. 


JOHN ROUSE TO HIS SISTER-IN-LAW SARAH 


FELL. 
Newington, 15th of Eleventh mo., 1668. 


Dear Sister :—We have had several pre- 
cious meetings, since the general meeting for 
the gathering of those that are gone astray ; 
in which the power and glory so irresistibly 
broke in upon them, that many of them were 
very much broken, and gave open testimonies 
against that spirit which had seduced them 


For “ The Friend.” 


In the vicinity of London Grove, Chester 
county, Pa., there fell 46,5, inches of rain, 
between the first day of 1843, and the same 
date, 1844. Exceeding the fall of rain in the 
previous year by 11,5, inches. And we had 
of snow during the winter of 1842-3, two feet 
eleven inches. 





, on the 19th of Second month last, Joun Lar- 


_— kin, an elder of Concord Monthly Meeting, Pa., in the 


—_—_— 














































from the unity of Friends, very much to the 
satisfaction of the faithful: and the power 
wrought so effectually among them, that 


the courses they had followed; for they 
themselves gave sufficient testimony of the 
evil thereof; and the bowels of Friends were 
so enlarged towards them, 
will be meetings appointed for the gatherin 
of them, so long as any, that are honest 
among them, are left ungathered. 
Thy dearly loving brother, 


J.R. 


George Fox, in his journal under date of 
this year, writes: “ We had great service at 
London this year, and the Lord’s truth came 
over all ; and many that had been out from 
truth, came in again, confessing and con- 
demning their former outgoings. Several 
meetings we had with them, and the Lord’s 
everlasting power was over all, and set judg- 
ment on the head of that which had run out, 
Several who had run out with John Perrot, 
and others, came in again; and condemned 
that spirit which led them with him to keep 








important discoveries in the field of science 
Friends had little need to set forth the evil of| have been the result of accident. Two little 


a distant steeple through two eye-glasses, 
that I believe there | Placed one before another. 
‘ g | steeple 


Result of Accident.—Many of the most 


boys of a spectacle-maker in Holland, while 
their father was at dinner, chanced to look at 


They found the 
brought much nearer the shop win- 
ows. They told their father on his return, 
and the circumstance led him to a course of 
experiments, which ended in the telescope. 

Some shipwrecked sailors once collected 
some sea-weeds on the sand, and made a fire 
to warm their shivering fingers, and cook 
their scanty meal. When the fire went out, 
they found that the alkali of the sea-weed 
had combined with the sand, and formed 
glass, the basis of all our discoveries in astro- 
nomy, and absolutely necessary to our enjoy- 
ment. 

Sir Isaac Newton’s most important discove- 
ries concerning light and gravitation, were 
the result of accident. His theory on experi- 
ments on light, were suggested by the soap- 
bubbles of a child, and on gravitation, by the 













78th year of hisage. In relinquishing his hold on life, 
though in much suffering of body, he expressed to a 
Friend, who was about leaving him, that his mind 
was easy,—that he felt nothing in the way,—but was 
waiting the awful change. 





, at his residence in Columbiana county, Ohio, 


on the 16th of First month, 1844, in the 39th year of 
his age, Jesse James; a inember of Carmel Monthly 
and Elk-run Particular Meeting. The patience and 
resignation with which he was favoured to bear his 
severe illness, afforded a comfortable hope that he was, 


through mercy, prepared for the final change. 





, at his residence in Monkton, Vt., on the 15th 


of Second mio., 1844, Mosrs Barton, in the 58th year 


of his age, after a lingering and painful illness, which 
he bore with becoming fortitude and patience, leaving 
a satisfactory evidence that his sufferings were so far 
sanctified to him that his end was peace. 





, in East Bradford township, Chester county, the 
12th of Third mo, 1844, in the 87th year of his age, 
Jxsse Green; a member of Birmingham Monthly anid 
West Chester Particular Mceting. 


——, in Robeson township, Berks county, the Ist of 
Third month, 1844, in the 72d year of her age, Many 
Jackson; a minister and member of Robeson Mouthly 
and Particular Meeting. “ Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord from henceforth, yea, saith the Spirit, 
that they may rest from their labours, and their works 
do follow them.” 
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For ** The Friend.” 
Memoirs of Samuel Fothergill. 
(Concluded from page 175.) 

With the three following letters it is intend- 
ed to close, at least for the present, the ex. | 
tracts from the varied and valuable contents | 
of this volume, and the hope is indulged est 
they may have been the medium through 











The last letter of Samuel Fothergill to his 
brother and sister, seems a fitting conclusion 
of their correspondence and of these extracts; 
perhaps few can read it entirely unmoved ; so 
tender, so fervent, so calm, and so enlivened 
by the writer’s unshaken hope of a glorious 
immortality. 


SAMUEL FOTHERGILL TO HANNAH LOGAN.* 
Warrington, 1758. 


Neither time nor distance hath effaced thee 
out of my remembrance and near regard, 
though, perhaps, thou may almost have 
thought so. ‘Thou hast been the frequent 
companion of my mind, with desires for thy 
growth and stability in those things which are 
most excellent; and well assured I am, thy 
morning light would be beautified with addi- 
tional degrees of splendour, if no unfaithful- 
ness or want of right care on thy part defeat 
the sacred design of that merciful One, who is 
the Lord of perfection, and would have his 
sons and daughters like himself, according to 
their age and growth. That this blessed re- 
semblance may be impressed upon thee, is my 
earnest prayer ; and, in order thereto, permit 
me to suggest a few such hints and cautions 
as may arise in a mind anxious for thy good, 
and warmed with the best love. 

Study to be quiet, and mind thine own bu, 
siness, is one useful, necessary direction to all 
who would thrive at home : there is an active 
enemy, who seeks to draw out the mind after 
other people’s business, to the neglect of our 
own ; whereby hurt and loss attend, and the 
feet of the mind are gadding from house to 
house, and abide not within our own doors; 
the domestic affairs of the soul are neglected, 
the house gets unclean and confused; and 
when the holy Head of the family and Hus- 
band of the soul comes, he finds things un- 
meet for his reception, and refuses to take 
up his residence. Here some bemoan his 
absence, which is chiefly or wholly owing to 
their want of care in having all things clean 
and in order, and being at home to receive 
him when he comes. 

It is a common consequence of wandering 
much from home, to hear many reports, 
whereby the mind feeds on wind; this is also 
ruinous and destructive. It was not upon the 
mountains, or far off, that manna descended 
for Israel, but even about their tents ;—and 
blessed is that servant who is found abiding 
and waiting at home: when his Master comes, 
he will accept him, and make him ruler in his 
stead. Here stands the power and ability of 
being rightly useful in the cause of truth, 
whether in the church, or in our own families. 





* Wife of William Logan, and daughter of George 
and Mary Emlen. 


not easily be broken; and if we instantly see 
nat the desire of our souls, we shall not as- 
sume the Divine prerogative in fixing judg- 


our Lord comes, who can do all for us, yea, 


more abundantly than we dare expect or 
which a little instruction has been imparted. | ask, 


7 . . . . »| . s : , 
In this authority, the tender connections of | think I am remote from the vales of sorrow 


nature, improved by grace, and confirmed by | and disquietude ; but I often tread the solemn, 


prudence, become a threefold cord, that can-| lonely oe of secret mourning ; I do not com- 






























ment, or decline our patient waiting until 


8. F, 


SAMUEL FOTHERGILL TO HIS SISTER. 
Warrington, Seventh mo., 18th, 1759. 


There is a union and converse of spirit 
whose language is too diffusive and tender to 
be thrown upon paper, in which communion, 
the ground of which is ‘pure, I wish our 
increase and stability ; and it is a prayer not 
unattended with faith, that preservation to the 
end may be our Jot, though many exercising 
scenes, and painful, unaccompanied steps, 
through solitary paths, may be assigned, in a 
wisdom too great for us to comprehend. My 
dear sister, let us endeavour to possess our 
souls in patience, and hope in quietness ; 
hereby an equanimity is attainable, that pre- 
serves all our spiritual and natural faculties 
clear and useful, neither dejecting into too 
deep distress, nor exalting into insecure tran- 
quillity, nor yet relaxing the mind into for- 
getfulness of what is ever proper to attend to. 
How safe are the followers of Wisdom, who 
causeth those who love her to inherit sub- 
stance, and leadeth them in the midst of the 
paths of judgment. 

I am humbly thankful to the Author of all 
good, for the return of my health to a com- 
fortable degree, and for the renewal of his 
gracious presence, for best health, it is a 
crowning mercy when he vouchsafes to favour 
with the light of his countenance, and give, if 
but an imperfect, yet real, glimpse of the seal 
of the covenant; may it be fresh upon us, in 
time and in eternity. 

I am ready to hope the present 
situation of my mind is not remote from good, 
[ feel such a degree of love fur heaven, for 
those that dwell therein, and for those that 
are carefully seeking after an habitation 
there. As I mused, this evening, the fire 
burned, and warmed me, and I felt thee, I 
think, (after the Author of good,) near, if not 
quite uppermost in my remembrance; and, 
though such language as I am capable of can- 
not point out the outlines of a friendship, 
though founded in nature, yet refined and 
strengthened by grace, and rendered strong, 
if I do not presume too much for myself, by a 
similarity of minds, yet | am most free and 
easy to tell thee I remember thee in that love 
which is not liable to change or decay, and 
renew the expression of my wishes for thy 
sure blessing every way. For my own part, 
I am quiet, I think not stupid; 1 am often 
very poor, but I remember him who fasted 
forty days; I at times meet with hidden sor- 
row, but [ call to mind fair weather comes out 
of the north ; and if the present light afflic- 
tions have their proper effect, they will work 





for us an eternal weight of glory: a superfi- 
cial view of my state may induce many to 


plain, 
who is in heaven is wise, righteous, and 
good. O, may he renew my confidence in 


him, and be my refuge in the hour of 
need ! 





dare not, I ought not, for my Father 


I am not out of love with myself, my state, 


or the world; I have at times an evidence 
renewed which makes it comfortable to meet 
my God in the cool of the evening ;—no uneasy 
disappointment disturbs my mind respecting 
temporal matters; I wish to climb above 
them, into the secret place of the Most High, 
and I feel his outstretched arm is near for the 
glorious purpose. 


Farewell, my friend and companion in the 


solitary, safe way to peace; may we eye our 
guide, and follow him with diligence, and he 
will not fail us; let us not fly away on the 
wings of levity and folly, nor derogate from 
the rectitude of his allotments, by the glooms 
of nature. Remember me affectionately ; tell 
me so when thou can, and be assured of 
my most affectionate regard from every mo- 
tive, 


S. F. 


SAMUEL FOTHERGILL TO HIS BROTHER (oR. 


FOTHERGILL) AND SISTER. 
Warrington, Fifth mo., 30th, 1772. 
Though I am at present attended with great 


weakness, both of body and mind, yet l 
thought I felt towards you, who are dearer to 
me than the ties of nature, merely as such, 
my beloved brother and sister, a salutation, in 
all probability the last you will ever receive 
from me, in inexpressible affection; and al- 
though my house has not been so with God as 
that of some others who have walked with 
greater care from earliest youth with him, yet 
now, though in great bodily weakness, his 
candle shines around mine head, and at times 
{I have] an unshaken hope that the God of 
our fathers will condescend, in the multitude 
of his mercies, to receive me into his rest, and 
that I shall not die as the fool dieth ; and this 
abundantly supports, and enables me to give 


what, I think, is my dying testimony :— 
That He is good, and his mercy endureth 
forever. 

And most nearly beloved, with a love that 
hath not its foundation in nature, my heart’s 
desire and prayer to God is—That you may 
be saved. I see in part the vast extent of the 
meaning of this word—sared. I need not 
remind you of it, as a thing unknown or un- 
considered, but earnestly wish it may often 
recur to your minds, particularly of thine, my 
friend! my brother! my companion! who 
stands as on a slippery sea of glass; sur- 
rounded by the flattery of the injudicions, and 
the poison artfully conveyed, through the flat- 
tery of those who may assume the guise of 
knowledge, understanding, and sincerity. He 
hath signally preserved thee hitherto; but 
they that follow on to the end shall be saved. 
What rested upon my mind, in the visit to 
your family, was, I believe, of the Lord,— 
“ This people have I formed for myself; they 
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shall show forth my praise.” Thou hast 
known His forming hand, even from thy 
youth upward ; the natural and spiritual en- 
dowments with which thou hast been singu- 
larly favoured, and the purpose of this favour, 
(for his own praise,) ought to teach thee to 
look to the rock from whence thou wast hewn, 
and to the hole of the pit from whence thou 
wast digged, that thou mayest be effectually 
formed to His praise, and the end fully an- 
swered. Thy station, thou knows, exposes 
thee to many things that wound the secret, 
hidden, innocent life of Jesus. O, watch 
over it as thy chief treasure, for peace and 
immortality are in it, and salvation in the 
most glorious sense of the word, is bound up 
in this life. 

And dearly beloved sister, with whom I 
have taken sweet counsel, and walked to the 
house of our God in company, thou art inex- 
pressibly near to my life; the Lord bless and 
preserve thee, in patience, in hope, in light, 
and in the blessed fruits of the Spirit, in 
peace, and in the joy of the Holy Ghost. For 
these favours, he will be sought unto, and thou 
knows the place where prayer, as well as the 
giving of thanks, is wont to be made. I can- 
not express what I feel ; I cannot add to your 
experience ; you were in Christ before me: 
—but I leave to you this brief salutation, asa 
token I love you to the end; and in that love 
I tenderly salute you, and wish, pray, and 
hope for your eternal welfare. 


Samvet ForuHercitu. 


For ** The Friend.” 
LIGHTNING RODS. 


It is probable that ever since the philoso- 
phic Franklin suggested the idea of conduct- 
ing the lightning in silence to the earth; 
there have been some persons whose piety 
was shocked with the apparent presumption 
of the attempt. It is no subject of surprise 
that this should be the case. This attempt 
looks so much like an effort to wrest the 
thunder-bolt from,the hand of Omnipotence, 
that the pious mind may naturally inquire, 
whether it befits the impotence of man, thus 
to interfere with the terrible operations of the 
Almighty. That reverence for the manifes. 
tations of Omnipotent power which true reli- 
gion inspires, is a feeling very becoming our 
dependent condition ; and wherever it appears, 
ought to be treated with entire respect. Yet 
when this feeling is connected with narrow 
conceptions, it may lead to conclusions which 
will not bear to be examined by the torch of 
truth. 

In Grecian mythology we find the princi- 
pal Deity denominated the Thunderer ; and 
those people evidently regarded as a direct 
action of their Deity, what the philosophy of 
modern time has taught us to consider, as one 
of the sublime operations of nature. Several 
passages in the sacred writings represent the 
thunder as the work of the Divine hand. And 
well they may : for the whole creation sprang 
from the Omnific Power. Yet we have am- 
ple reason to believe, that the lightning, as 
well as every other agent of nature, is subject 
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to certain laws Divinely impressed upon it. tion, put a roof on our habitation to keep off the 
The opinion, now generally embraced by phi- shower, why may we not use the means which 
losophers, that the whole stupendous system experience has proved to be generally availa- 
of nature, moves on under the influence of ble, torender the lightning innoxious? The true 
certain immutable laws, does not conflict with Christian will do neither in a presumptuous 
the doctrine of an ever-present superintending spirit. He knows that the roof may be taken 
power. On the other hand, it exalts the wis-| off by a hurricane; and that the lightning 
dom and power which planned and governs|may reach his habitation whatever expedients 
the whole. What wisdom could be more he may use to prevent it. But having adopted 
complete than that which, seeing the end from such means as prudence suggests, to secure 
the beginning, impressed upon the boundless himself from danger, he may then repose in 
system of nature, a set of laws so perfect in| humble hope that no evil will be permitted to 
all their parts, that time and experience could |assail him, but such as his Gracious Preser- 
suggest no improvement? And what but an|ver will render subservient to his good. 
omnipresent God could give to those laws a| Our Lord himself, when he appeared upon 
perpetual and unchanging force ? earth, did not neglect such means as prudence 
Regarding then every part of creation, and| required to secure his personal safety. On 
every operation of nature; the sunshine and one occasion, when teaching by the sea-side, 
the shower; the earthquake and the storm ;|he gave directions that a small ship should 
the blasts of winter and the breezes of spring ;| wait on him, lest the multitude should throng 
as parts of one stupendous whole; the pro- him. And on another, he entered into a ship, 
duction of one Creative Power ; and subject | obviously for a similar reason, and from thence 
to the laws which heehas prescribed; what! preached to the multitude, who stood on the 
part are we required to perform? shore. Several instances are recorded in the 
The condition in which our first parents|life of the Apostle Paul, in which he adopted 
were placed, clearly indicates there was|the means which prudence suggested, to es- 
something for them to do. The Lord God|cape the dangers which threatened him. Yet 
planted a garden in Eden, and placed the man| when his mission required the exposure of his 
in it, to dress and to keep it. ‘The world is|person, no prospect of suffering could turn 
to us the garden which our Maker has given|him aside, or shake his reliance on Divine 
us, but we are required to dress and to keep| protection. 
it. He has conferred upon us a capacity to| The plain principle of action appears to be 
understand, to a considerable extent, the laws|this. Such natural means, to procure the 
of nature; and by the application of that|comforts, or to ward off the evils of life, as 
knowledge we are enabled to dress and to keep our acquaintance with the laws of nature en- 
our ample patrimony. We may perceive,|ables us to employ, may be lawfully used; 
with little observation or reflection, that most| provided those means are innocent in them- 
of the comforts we enjoy, and many of the|selves, and do not interfere with the faithful 
physical evils we escape, are procured or|performance of our religious duties. This 
avoided by the application of that portion of|being done, we may rest in humble depen- 
knowledge respecting the laws of nature,/deuce vu Divine dispusal, tu bless ur tu blast 
which experience and study supply. The|the work of our hands, as unerring wisdom 
arts of civilized life are nothihg else than the | may direct. 
knowledge of nature’s laws applied to.the ma-| ‘To come now to the point; we know that 
terials which the creation affords. Experience| among the numerous ways in which the life 
has taught us that the sunshine and the show-| of man is sometimes suddenly terminated, the 
er, which give force and activity to vegetable | lightning’s stroke is one. Until about the mid- 
life, may be destructive to the stores which/dle of last century, this messenger of death 
must support us through the winter. When|appears to have been regarded as one over 
we build barns to shelter the produce of our| which human sagacity could exercise no pos- 
farms from sun and rain; or erect mansions|sible control. But it was at length discovered 
to defend ourselves against the blasts of win-|that this terrific agent, and the electricity 
ter, and the ardours of a summer’s sun, we| which the philosopher calls into action by his 
never dream of manifesting any irreverence | machine, are identical. Experiments, often 
towards our gracious Creator, by such acts as| repeated, have proved that the course of the 
these. We have been always accustomed to/jelectric fluid may be directed with nearly the 
see these things done, and to acknowledge|same certainty and facility as a stream of 
their necessity. water. And, in particular, that this fluid may 
Now let me soberly ask ; is there any more} be silently drawn away from a charged con- 
impiety in the application of natural means to|ductor by a metallic point held at a distance 
guard against one species of physical evil|from it, and connected with the earth. This 
than against another? If the shower, and the|experiment I have often tried with unvaried 
lightning which frequently accompanies it, are|success. A lightning rod is nothing else than 
equally subject té certain immutable laws,|a conductor of electricity, connected with the 
which the Creator has stamped upon them;|earth at one end, and running at the other 
and if, at the same time, he has indued any|into a point, and presented to the clouds, 
part of the human family with sufficient saga-| which are often highly charged with electri- 
city to understand those laws, so as to devise|city. According to the known laws of elec- 








and execute a proper expedient to render one | tricity, such a metallic rod, well pointed at its 
of these agents innoxious, as well as the other,|upper end, and penetrating sufficiently into 
the earth at the other, if formed of one piece, 
or even of several well linked together, must 


what difference, in principle, can we find in 
these cases? If we may, without presump- 
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WEST TOWN SCHOOL. 


The semi-annual examination will be com- 
menced on Third-day morning, the 2d of 
next month, and be continued till Fifth-day 
afternoon. 

The Boarding-School Committee will meet 
at West Town on Sixth-day, the 5th of the 
month, at 10 o’clock a. m. The Committee 
on Instruction to meet on the preceding 
evening at half past 7 o’clock. 

Tuomas Kiupuer, Clerk. 

Philad., Third mo. 23d, 1844. 










































draw off the fluid from a cloud which passes 
near. Experience so far establishes the effi- 
ciency of these conductors, that I apprehend 
we have no well authenticated instance in 
which a building, of moderate extent, has been 
injured by lightning, when it was furnished 
with a rod of this kind, properly adjusted. 
But should it appear that houses or barns are 
sometimes burnt by lightning, after all that 
human sagacity can do, has been tried to se- 
cure them, this circumstance would be so far 
from furnishing a religious argument against 
the use of conductors, that it would not sup- 
ply even a philosophic one. If we find the 
roof of a house let in the pater, afier the ut- 
most pains have been taken to render it tight, 
we never think of abandoning the use of roofs. 
We necessarily suppose there is some defect 
in the structure, which, if discoverable only 
by its effect, must exist. From the known 
laws of electricity, a philosopher would pro- 
bably arrive at a similar conclusion in the 
case supposed. 


the preparation and publication of Juvenile 
Books, will, we trust, in respect to its iatrin- 
sic importance, impress others as it does our- 
selves, and not fail to receive the liberal pe- 
cuniary support which it obviously merits. 

In the afternoon of the same day, and at the 
same place, was held the annual meeting of 
the contributors to Friends’ Asylum for the 
relief of persons deprived of the use of their 
reason. 

Such parts of the proceedings of the 
Managers as they may deem expedient being 
ordered for publication, together with the re- 
port of the physicians, will, it is probable, 
have place on our pages in due course. The 
officers appointed for the ensuing year, are :— 

Clerk.—Samuel Mason. , 

Treasurer.—Isaiah Hacker. 

Managers.—Joe| Woolman, Isaiah Hack- 
er, John G. Hoskins, William Hillis, Morde- 
cai L. Dawson, George R. Smith, George G. 
Williams, Samuel Bettle, Jr., Jeremiah Wil- 
lits, John Elliott, James R. Greeves, Isaac 
Davis, Josiah Dawson, Joseph Scattergood, 
Charles Ellis, Jeremiah Hacker, Blakey Ww : ‘ 
Sharpless, Benjamin H. Warder, William hen remittances are made for this Jour- 
Kinsey, William Bettle. nal by mail, and acknowledgment is not duly 

. “aie received ; after sufficient time has been allow- 
ed, considering the distance, say from two to 
three weeks, another letter should be forward- 
ed with the information ; which, if prepared, 
and handed to the post-master to sign, he may 
lawfully frank. In all cases, letters of busi- 
ness should be directed to 


Georce W. Taytor, 
No. 50 North Fourth Street. 


Library of Friends of Philadelphia. 


We are requested to say that the commit- 
tee who have charge of this Institution, not 
having completed the arrangements at the new 
Library Room, it will not be open for the 
delivery of books until Seventh-day, the 30th 
instant. 


A middle aged man, a member of the So- 
ciety of Friends, who has a family, is desirous 
of procuring employment as a clerk, or in any 
other capacity in which he could be useful, 
and earn a moderate compensation. Applica- 
tion may be made to George W. Taylor, at 
the office of “* The Friend.” 

Third mo., 1844. 


_ ait 

“If thou canst refrain from unnecessary 
conversation and idle visits, and suppress the 
desire of ‘hearing and telling some new 
thing,’ thou wilt find not only abundant leisure, 
but convenient opportunity, for useful medi- 
tation.” 






Communicated. 


Collins, Brother & Co., booksellers of New 
York, bave in press, and will publish in a few 
weeks, the only American edition of that 
valuable and interesting work, “ ‘The Memoirs 
of the Life and Gospel Labours of Samuel 
Fothergill, with selections from his Corres- 
pondence ; also, an account of the Life and 
Travels of his Father, John Fothergill, and 
notices of some of his descendants, by George 
Crosfield. London, 1843.” It contains also 
very interesting biographical notices of some 
of his currespondents, among whom may be 
named, Israel, James, and John Pemberton, 
Ellen Evans, Catharine Payton, and Anthony 
Benezet. It will be printed in one volume, 
octavo, of 544 pages, in large clear type, 
on fine paper, resembling the English edition 
as nearly as possible. Price two dollars. As 
the number printed will be small, those who 
wish to have the work, will do well to apply 
early to Henry Longstreth, 3 North Eleventh 
street, who is the agent of the publishers for 
the sale of the work in this city. 


—— 


Annezation of Texas.—The accounts from 
Washington on this subject are very contra- 
dictory. It is affirmed on the one hand that 
a treaty has already been concluded ; whilst 
we find to-day, in a morning paper of this 
city, the assertion that this is not so, and that 
no negotiations are now making.—Philad. 
Gazette. ; : 
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FRIENDS’ ASYLUM. 


Committee on Admissions.—John G. Hos- 
kins, No. 60 Franklin street, and No. 50 
North Fourth street, up stairs; Isaiah Hack- 
er, No. 112 south Third street, and No. 32 
Chestnut street; Samuel Bettle, jr., No. 73 
N. Tenth st. ; Charles Ellis, No. 95 S. Eighth 
street, and No. 56 Chestnut street ; Benjamin 
H. Warder, No. 179 Vine Street. 

Visiting Managers for the Month.-—George 
R. Smith, No. 487 Arch street; George G. 
Williams, No. 61 Marshall street; Joseph 
Scattergood, No. 215 Pine street. 

Superintendents.—Philip Garrett and Su- 
san Barton. 

Attending Physiciaz.—Dr. Charles Evans, 
No. 201 Arch street. 

Resident Physician.—-Dr. Joshua H. 
Worthington. 


To many it may seem a matter of wonder, 
that any one, at this day, should be at the 
pains of writing, and offering to the reading 
world, such essays as those which appear on 
our pages of to-day on Insurance, and on Con- 
ductors or Lightning Rods. We deem it 
proper therefore to say, that the writer pre- 
pared them in the hope, to satisfy the scru- 
ples of a few pious individuals in a remote dis- 
trict of country, some of whom were labouring 
under the mistaken apprehension, that the 
former act was in the nature of Lotteries, and 
others regarded the erection of lightning rods 
as a withdrawal of their confidence in Divine 
protection. The truth of the case, in either 
relation, is, we think, fairly and clearly stated 
in the essays. 

Our Sintaen are referred to page 203 for SPRINGFIELD SCHOOL. 
the report made to the annual meeting of the} A notice of the semi-annual examination of 
Tract Association of Friends, held on the/this school came too late for insertion in 
evening of 13th instant, in the Committee-|‘*The Friend,” the period of examination 
room, Mulberry street Meeting-house. It is| having passed. Its summer session is to com- 
an interesting document, and in its details} mence on the 8th of the Fourth month next, 
speaks well for that truly useful institution. | under the charge of 
One part in particular,—a new feature in its . Harvey Tuomas, 
excellent plan of operations,—that relating to} © Damascoville, Columbiana county, Ohio. 






A Teacher wanted. 


Wanted, to assist as Teacher in Friends’ 
Select School for Girls in New York, a young 
woman, who can give good references, and 
has had some experience in teaching. Apply 
at No. 58 North Third street, or No. 3 North 
Eleventh street. 

Third month, 1844. 
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